➤ Uncertainty related to cancer is an understudied but important concern for adolescent and young adult survivors of childhood cancer.
➤ Overall uncertainty levels did not diminish from the time of diagnosis throughout long-term survivorship for adolescents and young adults with cancer.
➤ Overall uncertainty levels remain high throughout the cancer experience, so healthcare providers should continue to assess the specifi c focus of uncertainty across the survivorship continuum.
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Carol L. Decker, PhD, MSW, Joan E. Haase, PhD, RN, and Cynthia J. Bell, BSN, MS, RN A dvances in the treatment of pediatric cancer have dramatically improved survival rates to 78% at the fi ve-year point (Institute of Medicine, 2003; National Cancer Policy Board, 2003) , but the outcome for individual children and adolescents remains unpredictable. Cancer now is considered a chronic illness with no defi nitive end point. Uncertainty throughout the cancer experience long has been identifi ed as a signifi cant aspect of pediatric cancer and a major concern of adolescent and young adult cancer survivors (Bearison & Pacifi ci, 1984; Novakovic et al., 1996; Parry, 2003; Prouty, Ward-Smith, & Hutto, 2006) .
Studies of uncertainty during illness experiences such as cancer have shown that high levels of uncertainty create a stress response (Barron, 2000; Mishel, 1981) , which, in turn, results in defensive coping (Haase, 2004) , anxiety, fear, and distress (Edwards & Clarke, 2004; Friedman, Freyer, & Levitt, 2006) . Research with adults indicates that high uncertainty is linked with problems in processing new information (Gaberson, 1995; Mishel, 1990) , predicting outcomes, and adapting to cancer diagnosis (Mishel, 1990) . Most research in the area has been conducted in the adult population and has focused primarily on the early stages of survivorship. The current study seeks to address the gap in the understanding of uncertainty across the multiple stages of survivorship, from diagnosis through several years of treatment, in adolescent and young adult survivors.
The purpose of this cross-sectional, secondary analysis study was to describe uncertainty in three time-since-diagnosis groups of adolescents and young adults with cancer: newly diagnosed, diagnosed one to four years, and diagnosed fi ve or more years. The time-since-diagnosis groups were chosen to refl ect the different stages in the cancer experience. The term "cancer survivor" is used to describe an individual from diagnosis through the remainder of his or her life (Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 2004) . Survivorship has been divided into a series of stages: acute, extended, and permanent (Mullan, 1985) . The acute stage represents the initial This material is protected by U.S. copyright law. Unauthorized reproduction is prohibited. To purchase quantity reprints, please e-mail reprints@ons.org or to request permission to reproduce multiple copies, please e-mail pubpermissions@ons.org.
